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PRIESTCRAPFT | 
Diſtinguiſt?d from 5 7 


CHRISTIANITY. 


ant n a 


SHEWING, 


That Wicked Prieſts are the real * 
mention d in Scripture. 


II. That the Corruptions of the Lait 
Chriſtian States, proceeds from the C 
tions of the Clergy. 


III. That there was a more General Vertue in 
the groſſeſt Times of Paganiſm, than there 
has been ſince our SAVIOUR came into 
the World. 


IV. That there is a more General pride in o- 
20m of the Globe, than's in the A 
Mord. 


V. That chere was 2 more General Vertue in 
our own Nation in the Times of our An- 
ceftors, than there is in our own Times; and 
that Prieftcraft , and Corruption of Manners, 
have 1 increas 'd together. | 


in all 
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— their Fraits Je foul know Them. 


tn, 


* 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. RozzrTs, near the Oxford- 
Arms in Warwick-Lane, 1715. 
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kb BN the Clergy preach to the P wo 
(A ple, and tbe Examples they 
ge them, have an extraordmary Influ- 
mce upon their Thoughts and Actions, 
evident from Experience, and from 
the very Reaſon of the Inſtitution of the 
Order. I hat the Examples which tog 
any of the Clergy baue lately given 
bem, and the Doclrines which they 
have preach d to them, haue been nei- 
lent from the. diſmal Conſequences of 
bem ; from. the Diviſions which they 
nave causd in their Hearers ; from 
ber groundleſs Fears and Fealouſies ; 
rom their Malice and their implaca- 
le Fury ; from their Hatred and their 
mity, not only to each other, but ta 
ber {\atrue e to their very 
Nights and Laberties ; from the unfor- 
_— timate 


The PREFACE. 


tunate Event of the late War, in ſpig bt 
of Succeſs, and an unparallelld 8 
F Viclories; from a Peace more 
calamitous than the moſt fatal War, 
and more deftrudtios of Commeite 5 
from tbe dreadſul and horrible D 
which we have ſo narrowly-eſc 2 7 
the immediate Hand of God unt bout any 
Thanks to our om Prudence and Ver. 
tue; and laſtly, from the Dangers and 
the Ca: 'amities. which full threaten ns, 
AE ow 1 7 over us," and over all the 
L remove the Cauſes of all theſe 
Mi iſchiefs, that the Effects may ceaſe, 
it ic neceſſary. to la down a plain and 
certain Rule, by ach the very mean- 
eſt of the A may he alle to diftin- 
guiſb a Cealot ſrom an Incendiary, 4 
Prieſt of God from a Prieft of Baal, „ 
and the Precepts of the Goſpel frm 4 
Human Traditions aud the Dactrous 
of Devils. 5 
Thar bave de cover Pu 250 regravd 
ihe Hees of ſome of the Clergy by the 


ver / 


c 
Ka. 


The PREFACE. 
very fame Method 4% which They 
bave caus'd our Miſeries; that I have 
done this 7 a Sermon, a cboſen 
Text, and by ſevere, but to0 Juſt Re- 
proaches, is, "I hope, excuſable in me, 
or They are altogether ' mexcuſable : 
For whereas They have made uſe of 
Calummy and Defamation; ¶ have kept 
Hrictiy ut hin the Bounds of of a:modeſt 
Satyre, which ſpares the Perſons and 
attacks the V/ices, and never cenſures 
the Deſer ving, nor condemm the Inno- 
cent; and whereas They bave bad re- 
I to Calumny and ungenerous Slane 
ders, only in order to cauſe Diviſionc, 
and to inflame Animo ſities, I have en- 
deavour'd by juft Reproaches to revive 
and reſtore Charity. _ 
The Author of the following Dif: 
courſe was born and bred in the Com- 
munion f the Church of England; 
and nothing in the followmg Sees FD 
in the leaſt defion'd by bim'to'reflect on 
that Pious, Learned, and Numerous 
Bac, who are "y Chriſtian Priefts 


þ of 


The PRE FACE. 
of the Church of England. But then || - 
he declares, that he cannot apprebend. | 
how any one can be a truly hs ian 
Prieſt, xwho makes it the entire Buſi- 
neſs of his Life to root Charity out from 
the Soulo of Men, and by that Means - 
to drive from the Face of the Earth the ſl 
very Life and Soul of Chriſtianity. 
Ad as he cannot concerve that an) T 
thing can be a Part or a Member of a 
Body, which has not a Communication 
with, and a Subordmation to, the Head 
of that Body; as he cannot concerve 
that any one can be a Prieſt of the 
Church of Rome, who diſowns the 
Papal Supremacy, ſo he cannot believe 
that any one can be truly a Prieſt of the 
Church of England, 4ut He, who: le- 
ing united to the Faithful and Obedient 
Part of the Clergy, does with them ac- 
knowledge King GEORGE alone, 
for his Rightful Head, and his Su- 
pream Eccleſiaſtical Governour. 


8 
2 Srrms 4 
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WE. 


NH 47 Antichtiſt, ä to the 
genuine Meaning. of the Word, ſeni- 
* one who is througbly and entirely 
po, to Chriſt. Page 2 

That one who. it throughly and entirely 
 oppos d to Chriſt, is opposd to him as 4 
4 Prieſt, and 4 Pro phet. ibid. 
That. if Chriſt i 4 good Kio, Antichriſt 
muſt. be a wicked Tyrant. ibid. 
That if Chriſt is he holieſt of Pra, An- 
tichriſt muſt be the uileſt. bbbid. 
That if.Chriſt 4. 4 true Prophet, Antichriſt 
mu ſt be a falſe Oe W. Sr ibid. 
Of the Deſigus, Dodrines,. Examples 4nd In- 
flaences of Chriſt and Antichriſt ia their 
different oppoſite E of — Neieſt. 
aud Prophet. \n\ WE 
What the Kingdom of Chriſt FOR id. 
What. tie I yranny.of Antichriſt 4. ibid. 
That the Kingdom c, God in Hecuen, "us = 
Empire of Charity. 

How that Empire mas a by the Devil 
at the Fall of the Augele. pi. 
That God eſtabliſhed. 5 ſame. Empire of Cha- 
1 upon * at che Creation e 7 

ow 


The Contents. 
How that Empire of Charity was impair d h 
the Devil — Earth at the Fall of May, 7 


p. 8 
That Ch riſt Jeſus us came into the World t 7 
Freſtare the Empire of Charity; in order bþ 


which he aſſum d the Prieſthood ; and why, : 

| 101 
His Doctrine 4 «Prieſt, {A N 4 Ti 
His Life and Example | | ibid. 1 


Fr Miracles 1 piece e bis Dottvine, and 
the reſt of his Life, contrary in this a Bo 
Miracles 2d were wronght by Moſes. 8 


His Delivery of ba Dodtrine with Author Th 
and Power, © p. 16 
As Religion /ike Government is 10 be c. 7 

ried on by the ſame Methods by which it « 
firſt began, the” Apoſtles preach” d the fam 
Doctrines after bur Saviour s Aſcenſion, . 


did the ſame Miracles, follow'd his dtvinl 
E cumple, 45 far as meer Humanity coull 7 * 
' follow it, and in proportion aſed « like 5 * 
erful Delivery | p. % / 
The Influence that all this bad 0208 the Mini 9 


b of Men. + x p. 15 71 
That the Devil, alarm d at ah, control Ant 
means of ſome Chriſtian Prieſts, ro mal, 
Chriſtianity the Occaſion of w 
more deſperate Diviſion among Men, ih : 
ever had been known before; in order Le 
which, he obliged them to reach his Dol C 
Grine for the Doctrine of ( kriſt. b. f 1 
2 


2 


That theſe. Prieſts thus acting by the Sagzeſtion 


of the Devil, are the Antichriſts mentioned 

in: the bak on A e ob Wb 
Their. Dastrin. P21 
Their LI. 3 
Their Delivery. of their Doctrines. P. 24 
The Influence that all this has had upon the 


* 


Minds of Men. 0 f | \ >. , p. 31 


That. there. mas # more. General Vertue in the 
gra t times of Paganiſm, than there has 
been ſince our Saviour came into the World. 

| | P. 32 
That there is a more General Vertue in other 
Farts of the Globe, than in the Chriſtian 
World. p. 35 
That there was 4 more General Vertae in oar 
own Nation in the times of our Anceſtors, 
than there is in our own times; and that 

* Prieſtcraft and Corruption of Manners have 
il encreas'd together. p. 38 
[That the Corruptions of the Laity in An. 
lian States, proceed from the Corruption 


| 
| 


| of the Clergy, provd from two Argu- 
ol ents. 1 p. 39 
Antichriſt oppo*d #0 Chriſt 2s 4 Prophet. 
| OY . | | P. 42 
Irn Prediction bur Saviour concerning the 

Jewiſh Temple. n 


Ie Prediction of Antichriſt concerning the 
Chriſtian Church, and the Miſchiefs that 
are like to befal it, ibid. 


1332 


| 


1 
4 


The C onen 
How fee and frivoloes theſe P Prodittions Br 


| Al the pie. Antichriſt de 15 * 
' grand Char 22 Mark, mhich ic, the 
MW - wreſting the Words of the Goſpel to meus 
| . ſomething OY zo Na ne Deſgns of 
= | | Chriſtians S5 f. 49 
Thoſe Deſigns are Two, Vize. 


| 1. To reſtore the Law of N atare.” | ibi, 
| 20 e weed Tk advance Charity 51 
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DISCOURSE. 


UPON We 533 


Firſt ErrsnLy Gran 


2 1 * 


| 0 F. e 

S. 70 H N. 
Chap, 2. and part of the 18th Po 
Even now there a are. many Antichriſt. 


11 8 


— HERE Have deen feverdl | 
3 wild and extravagant Ex- 
98 plications, or rather Appli- 
gg cations of Antichriſt,” by 
HOES th BH thoſe who have had a mind 
do fix it — ſome parti- 
cular Perſon, as upon the Pope, or Mabomet, 
or ſome other ſpiritual or ecular Tyrants, 
according as they who apply'd it were 
corrupted or miſguided by Intereſt, 

Malice, or Paſſion, or Fanatick Enthiufi. 
alm ; but by Antichriſt, in the genuine 
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Signification of the Word, may be meant |} 
every one who is thoroughly and entirely 0 
oppoſed to the Lord's Anointed, . e. tot 
Chriſt : But becauſe there are no Creatures : 
ſo oppos'd, and ſo contrary to him, as the 

Devil and his Angels, they are moſt pro- 

perly the Antichriſts of whom the Apoſtle I , 
ſpeaks, who appear in ſundry Shapes upon = © 
this Earthly Globe, and make uſe of hu: tf 
mane Inſtruments and humane Organs: to c. 
accompliſh their infernal Deſigns. And xt 
as we may find, by the Words of our Text, f 
that many of them appeared in the World, 

even in the moſt pure and primitive Times, ¶ p 
who 1s ſo eaſy as to believe that they are n 
not more numerous in our Days? In order of 
then to the deſcribing and diſtinguiſhing 

them, fo that they may be clearly knownWll ar 
and diſcover'd, we intend in the enſuing nc 


Diſcourſe to handle theſe three Points. ſe 
| | | to 
Firſt, We ſhall give the general Mark re 
of this thorough and entire Oppoſition dl. ca 
Antichriſt to Chriſũſt. o 
Secondly, We ſhall conſider the Deſigns] lig 
the Doctrines, the Examples, and the In co 
fluences of one and the other, according - 
to thoſe general Marks of Oppoſition. | Dy 
I Thirdly, We ſhall reduce all theſe Marky ces 
to one grand Characteriftical Mark; and ho 


when we have done this, it will be 17 


| 
| 
) 


—— — 


— ee En nn 


for you (Brethren) to make the Applica- 
tion your ſelves, and to point out theſe to 
one another; of whom it may be ſaid, in 
the Words of the Text, viz, Even nom 
there are many Antichriſts. | 


Firſt then, As our Saviour was a Prieſt, 
and the beſt and holieſt of Prieſts; Anti- 


chriſt muſt be likewiſe a Prieſt, acting by 


the Suggeſtion of the Devil; for no one 
can be thoroughly and entirely oppoſed to 


| the beſt and the holieſt, but the moſt pro- 


fligate and the vileſt of Prieſts. 


Secondly, As Chriſt is a King who is 
perfectly good and gracious ; Antichriſt 


muſt be the worſt and moſt inſupportable 
of Tyrants. : 


Thirdly, As our Saviour was a Prophet, 
and an infallible Prophet, becauſe he could 
not but foretel the Events which he him- 


ſelf had decreed ; Antichriſt, in Oppoſition 


to him, muſt be a Prophet, and tor this 
reaſon a falſe and deluding Prophet, be- 
cauſe he has neither himſelf any Power 


over the Future, nor is influenc'd and en- 


ligten d by him who has. But now we 


| Secondly, To conſider the Deſigns, the 
Doctrines, the Examples, and the Influen- 
ces of Chriſt and Antichriſt in their Prieſt - 
hood, their Prophecies, and their Empire. 


o 


= 5 Firſt. 


. 
— 2230 


(4) 
Firſt, We ſhall begin with their Empire, 
becauſe Chriſt was a 1 and a Prieſt; 
only to advance his Kingdom ; and Anti- 

chriſt too, is a Prophet, and a Prieſt, only 
to promote his Tyranny. Let us now ſee 
what ſort of Kingdom the one, and what 
ſort of Tyranny the other, came into the 
World to cftabliſh. ; 

Since then the Kingdom of Chriſt, or of 
the Meſffiah, is a Spiritual Kingdom, or the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the Tyranny of An- 
tichriſt muſt be a Spiritual Tyranny, or the 
Tyranny of the Prince of Darkneſs. 

Let us now enquire what this Kingdom 
of Heaven is, and in what ĩt conſiſts; how 


it began and flouriſh'd ; how it came to be; 


impalr'd, and how far our Saviour came to 
reſtore it; and we ſhall ſee, by making 


this Enquiry, what ſort of Tyranny the 


Tyranny of the Devil is; how it began, 
how. it increaſed, how it came to be im- 
10 fete was ROW far Anti n bs a vom 
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our Obedience nor our Service. A King | 
DS 12 


dom wh Ye Propoſes to make his Sub- 
ROS ae and happy 1 to prepare 1 
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for eternal Happineſs hereafter.” ' Matt. 11. 
28. Come unto me all 3e that labour and are 
| heavy laden, and I will give gon reft. His 
Empire then muſt be an Empire of Rea -· 
ſon and Law, and, by Conſequence, an 
Empire of Liberty. St. James 1. 5. Bat 
whoſo looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 
| that man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. Tis t his 
Law of Liberty which eſtabliſhes the Rule 
of Reaſon, to reſtore the Kingdom of God, 
his Empire over the Soul and Conſcience, 
and frees Man from the Slavery into which 
he was brought by his Paſſions, which is 
the Empire and Tyranny of the Devil; and 
of Antichriſt his Se. 

For this Tyranny of Antichriſt, being 
in every thing oppoſite to the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, muſt deſign both the Temporal 
and Eternal Miſery of his Subjects; muſt 
delign to make them unhappy here, - in 
order to the making them eternally miſe- 
rable hereafter, and muſt not be a Rule of 
Reaſon and Law, but an Empire of Paſſion 
and Will; and muſt tend in every thing 
to ſubvert the Empire which Chriſt hack 
eſtabliſhed upon Earth, and to reſtore the 
Tyranny of the Devil, whoſe Kingdom, as 
it began at firſt, ſo it hath ever fince conti- 
nued, in Oppoſition to, the Kingdom of 
Heaven. And as our Saviour teaches his 
Diſciples to renounce the World, the —_ 


— 


* 


43 


and the Devil, in order to advance his 


Kingdom upon Earth, Antichriſt obliges 
his to make uſe of all three, to promote 
his ſpiritual Tyranny. 7913 S1qHa 

The Kingdom of Heaven began with 
the Creation of Angels. God reign'd over 


thoſe blefſed Spirits, who are entirely hap- 
py in their Obedience; and their great and 


comprehenſible Law was Love, the Love 
of God and their Fellow Creatures; They 
loved God, becauſe they ſaw him as he is, 
all Beauty and all Attraction; and they lo- 
ved their Fellow Creatures, becauſe they 
ſaw them the Objects of their Creator's 
Love. Goſp. of St. John, Ch. 15. Ver. 12. 
This is my commandment, Ihat ye love one 4. 


nother, as I have loved you. 1 Epiſt. of St. 


John, Ch. 4. Ver. 11. F God fo loved us, wa 
ought alſo to love one another. And this Love 
Was at once their Duty and their Happi- 
neſs; a Love attended witli perfect Plea- 
ſure, and with Joy unſpeakable 

But when afterwards the impious Aſpi- 
rer, Lacifer, drew off his Love from his 
Creator and his Fellow Creatures, and 
placed it upon himſelf; that Self. love was 


immediately attended with Pride, and 


Rage, and Envy, and Hatred, and Malice; 
Paſſions till then unknown in Heaven, as 


being inconſiſtent with perfect Happineſs. 


: Thus 
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Thus fell Lacifer; but alone he fell not; 
Millions of immortal Spirits he drew after. 
him into Perdition. By his Lies che ſedu- 
ced their Souls, defaced in their Minds 
the Love of their Creator, and of their 
Fellow Creatures for their Creator's fake; 
and planted the Love of themſelves there. 
With Divine Love away went all theit 
Happineſs. Self- love was immediately fol- 
lowed in them, as in their Seducer before, 
by Pride, and Rage, and Envy, and Ha- 
tred and Malice; and they who while they 


were united to God by Love, were Angels, 


divided from him by Pride and Hate, became 
immediately Devils; and from the moſt 
glorious, moſt happy, moſt beautiful part 
of the Creation, became all on a ſudden 
the moſt execrable and the moſt horrible: 
And as before they fell, that Divine Love 
by which they were united to God, was at 
one and the ſame time their ſovereign Law, 


and their ſupreme Felicity; ſo when by 


Pride and Hatred, and the reſt of their 
Diabolical Paſſions, they broke that Divine 
Union, their Pride, their Hatred, and the 
reſt of their tormenting Paſſions, became 
at once their Tranſgreſſion and their Hell. 
*Twas after this that God created Man, 
to ſupply the Room of the fallen Angels, 
and to plant the ſame Kingdom upon 
; | Earth which remained among the bleſſed 
4 Spirits 


C&) 
V. * 
2 


Spirits in Heaven. He created them little 
lower than the Angels; enlightned; inno-. 
cent, happy, immortal. The Empire of 
his Maker was tlie ſame in him, that ie 
was in thoſe bleſſed Spirits, an Empite of 
Reaſon and Law); and the ſame Law was 
given to him which made the Angels haps 
py. That great and comprehen{ive Law 
was Love; the Love of his Maker and of 
his Fellow Creatures, for his - Creator's 
ſake; which (as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
tells us) i the faifiling of all Law; and which 
our Saviour had told us before, Goſp. of 
St. Jobn, Chap 14. Ver. 23. If nan love 
me, he will keep my words, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and makt 
our abbade with him. And as long as this 
charming Law remained in the Heart of 
Man inviolated, it was always attended 
With Peace, and : Joy, | and inexpreffible 
Happineſs. 5 115 111 MIA vo With 0 
But Satan, who in every thing by Di- 
vine Permiſſion oppoſes the Defigns of God, 
attempted: to deſtroy' that Kingdom upon 
Earth, which he had before impair'd in 
Heaven. And what Wonder if the Sedu- 
cer of Angels {ucceeded in his Attempts 
upon Man; if he extinguiſh'd Divine Love 
in his Heart, and infſam'd it withi Self. 
love; if he diſſolved that Umion which 
Man had with God, and overturmd his 
= 11 | Depen- 


=_ = 
Dependance on him; deſtroy'd the Em: 
pire which Heaven had fer up in his Soul 
which was an Empire of Reaſon and Law, 
and eſtabliſfrd his own Tyranny there; an 
Empire of Will and Paſſion, of Pride, =o 
Rage, and Hatred, and Malice, and al 
thoſe accurſed and damnable Paſſions, by 
which the Tormentor is himſelf tormens- 
5 ro which, the Tyrant is. Rimfeff g 

e e Eats 


Thus Satan brought Sin, and Miſe 


| at tht St ry, 
and Death upon Mankind; who was cres 
ated innocent, happy, immortal: And the 


Sf wy which he eſtabliſhed here upon 
Earth, in oppoſition to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, encreas'd. fa faſt, and extended ſo 
wide, that Charity, which is the Love of 
God and our Neighbour, was almoſt ex- 
tinguiffyd upon Earth ; that Men were 
miſerably divided from God, and from one 
another; and that all Mankind, to the 
reſerve of a ſmall Remnant, were become 
abandoned Slaves to the Devil, and to De- 
viliſh Paſfions, when "Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World to reſtore the Kingdom of 
his Father, and to deſtroy the Tyranny of 
CE, OR / / a 
For this Purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted, That. he might deſtroy the works 
of the Devil, x Epiſt. of St. John, Chap. FO 


Yer. 8. 
C When 


When the Son of God came into the 
World to deſtroy the Tyranny of the De- 
vil; and to reſtore his own and his Father“; 
Kingdom; that Kingdom of Love, and 
Peace, and Joy, which was by the Divine 
Permiſſion impair'd upon Earth by ' the 
Devil, at the Fall of Man, and under which 
the bleſſed Spirits are for ever happy in 
Heaven; in order. to reſtore that King 
dom, he aſſumed the Prieſthood. Not onh 
becauſe there was a Neceſſity for a Prieft. 


"4 


1 
who could make a propitiatory and ſatiſ 

factory Sacrifice for the Sins of the World; ! 
but becauſe alſo there was a Neceſſity for V 
a Doctrine, which might incline and recti. Ir 
fie the Wills of Men, by enlight'ning an 
convincing their Underſtandings; that as 
Man fell thi Perfection freely and of hy 
own choice, he might likewiſe, be reſtot / 
freely and of his own choice; fince if tlie 
Change in him ſhould be Soul proce 


by Grace, his Converſion would proceed 
from a Force as it were upon his Mind 
and would not be the Action. of a free 
The Kingdom then that our Saviour 


came to reſtore, was the Empire of Chas 

rity, the Love of God, and of our Neigb- 

bour for the ſake of God. For where-ever 

that Divine Love reigns, there is the Ring 

dom of Heaven; and where-ever that Love «dk 
| | 
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is wanting, is Hell and outer "Darkneſs 
Beloved, ( s St. John) Let us love one ano 


ther. Every one that loveth is born of God,. 


and knoweth God. He that loveth not, know- 
eth not God: for God ts love, St. John's firſt 
Epiſt. Chap. 4. Ver. 7, 8. But here, by 


the way, we are to take notice, that this 


Love of our Neighbour is to be extended 


to all Mankind, even to our moſt cruel 


Enemies: But it ought to be more intenſe 
or remiſs, according to the different Re- 
lations in which Men ſtand to each other. 
We ought to love Chriſtians more than 
Infidels; our Parents and Kindred more 


than our Acquaintance; our Acquaintance 


more than Strangers, and our Country 
Men more than Foreigners. 4 
As the Law of Divine Love, in the 
Obſervation of which lay the Happineſs of 
the firſt Man, and the Perfection of his 
Nature, was ſubverted by Self- love, upon 
the Suggeſtion of the Devil ; our Saviour, 


that he might re-eſtabliſh that Divine Love, 


endeavour'd to root out the Love of one's 
Self, by a Doctrine that was beſt adapted 


to the reaſonable Nature of corrupted 


Man. He attack*d it therefore in all the 
ſeveral Branches of it, Pride, Avarice and 
Luxury; or in the Words of St. John, The 
luſt of the fleſb, the luſt of the eye, and the 


pride” of life: to 1. 2 he oppoſed a pro- 
8 2 


found 
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(12) 
a ſincere Diſintereſtedneſs. N ot that 
ſick Scorn of the World, which proceeds 
from aStoical Pride; but that whic is fou 


found Humility, a rigid r and 


ded upon the moſt ſolid Foundation, the 


Intereſt that one has in God: For he to 


3 


him, has all Things. 


But as Pride is the moſt dangerous of the 


= 


three foremention d Sins, (for that is the 


continual Feaver of the Mind; whereas 


the other attack it but by irregular Ac- 
ceſſes, Pride inſolently intruding at the 
very Altar, where the others never dare 


to approach,) there is no Vertue that our 
Saviour recommends more throughout the 
Whole Goſpel, than Humility : nay, almoſt 


every Vertue which he recommends to his 
Diſciples, appears to be founded on that; 
as Poorneſs of Spirit, Meekneſs, Gentlenels, 
Patience, Forbearance, Peace making, Long 


ſuffering, Mercy, Forgiveneſs: for nothing 


is more uſual than for the Proud to be 
ſwoln and drunk with Vanity; to be pro- 


: *F ot *< 


- 


voking, diſdainful, inſolent, fiery, impa : 
tient, intractable, cruel, revengeful, im. 


placable. That Sorrow and Remorſe 
which is neceſſary to Repentance, wmplics 
a ſevere Mortification, upon a View of the 
Turpitude of Sin, and the Vileneſs of our 
own Natures. Even the three Cardinal 

e Voertues 


himſelf being ſelf-ſufficient, he Who hag. 


( 13) 


Vertues of the Chriſtian Religion are 
founded upon Humility. Not only Cha- 
rity, to which the other two are ſubor- 
dinate; for as Pride is the Effect of Self. 
love, Self love is augmented by Pride ; hut 
Faith which is an Aſſent to Truths above 
our Underſtanding, becauſe they are re- 
vealed by God to us, is an owning of the 
Weakneſs and Blindneſs of our Reaſon, as 
the Hope of Salvation by the Merits of 
Chriſt is a manifeſt Confeſſion of the De- 
pravity, and Corruption, and Impotence of 
our Wills. „ 
As true Humility is the ſolid Founda- 
tion of every Chriſtian Vertue; a Founda+ 
tion which extending as low as Hell, is 
the Baſis of a Fabrick which reaches to the 
very Heaven of Heavens; our Saviour's 


Doctrine attack d Pride in all its numerous 


and in all their unrighteous Effects, vis. 
bitter and barbarous Invectives, preſum- 
ptuous and damnable Judgments, Debate, 
Conteation, Strife, Revenge, and Murder ; 
and oppoſed to them the contrary Vertues, 
Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, Patience, Forbear- 
ance, Peace making, Mercy, Longſuffering. 
and Forgiveneſs; nay. more, real and un: 
kigned Love to our moſt crue] Enemies. 
Thoſe who had tlie foremention'd Graces, 
our Saviour pronounced Bleſſed, and left 
| 37 1 N it 


Oftprings, Anger, Envy, Hatred, Malice, 
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Sr by the Palbons and the Sins. 
hos our Saviour taught the Will of ti 
Father, „Which deſcended from Heaven ta 


_ Rifth with him; and irg for ever an 


High Prieſt after the Order of Melchizeges, 
the Prince of Peace, an Order Which is in- 
finitely ſuperiour to the Aaropicat Order, 


Infuſed into the Hearts of his Diſciples, not 
4 Windy, contentious Zeal, for the Obfer- 


vation of Forms and Ceremonies; and the 


Political Government of an. Eſtabliſfrd 


Church : bur Vertues and Graces which no 


Th Philofophy, and no Religion had ever 
taught before; to wit, a profound Humi. 
lity and a Love r | 

But tho” this Doctrine Was never ſo 
conformable to the reaſonable Nature of 
: 95 get a Man, aud tho it Was confirm d 


N 


a0 0 „ . LS hit 2 8 0 if it had ; 
not been enforced” by the Example of him 
who taught it. His Life and his Doctrine 
were all of a Piece: And as the Deſign of 
his coming down from Heaven was, by 
the means of Humiliry, to reſtore Charity, 
| 4 
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(WI. 
to ee ind ta God, and to one a 
nother 3 his Lite and his Death, his In- 


= 


s 


carnation, - his Birth, his Baptiſm, his 


Choice of the moſt abject of Men for his 
Diſciples, and his Suhmiſſion to the:Deathe 
of the Croſs, were each of them ſo man 
eternal Leſſons of Humility; ate allof them 
ſo many amazing Miracles of unparallelbd 
Condeſcenſion, and of Love Divine. 
His very, Miracles were of a Piece with 
the reſt of his Life, and were ſo many Ex 
amples to that Doctrine of Charity Wich 
they confirm'd by their Power; as different 
in this from thoſe which were wrought by 
Moſes; as their Deſigns were different. For 
Deſign of Moſes was to ſeparate 
iſtinguiſh one Nation from another, 
and to eſtabliſn one by the Extirpation ot 
many; the Wonders which he wrought 
were anſwerable to that Deſign, attended 
by Terrour, and followed by Deſtruction, 
wrought in favour of a few, comparative- 
ly ſpeaking, to the Plague, and Miſery, 
and Deſtruction of maxd̃c. 
But as the Deſign of our Saviour's de- 
ſcending from Heaven was to remove all 
Separation, and all Diſtinction, and to heal 
all Diviſions amongſt Men; as his Doctrine 
was adapted to all Nations, and to all Men, 
contrary in that to the Rites and Cere- 
monies of the Judaick Law ; as it Was 
. framed 


without Diſtinction, brought Helo 


Heaven upon 
under Diſeaſes, 


deſtroy them; that Power that controufd 


65 


1 nd all, to unite al, 

and to make alf j ts Followers eaſie here, 

and eternally 4 hereafter ;' 80 S 
« wiſe his Miracles, without Partiality 


rs 
to all. The Roman and the Fans 


ritas, as well as the Jew, had 3 


Terrour, had nothing of Deftru&ion 55 
them; but were peaceful and gentle all 
them, as the Dove that deſtendeg from 
him who wtought them. 
If Men were hungty in geſart 
he: was at the Expence of a New 9 
to feed them; if my were wand 
pernatural Power 
he healed — 1 e he:led them by that 
gentle and peaceful Power which calm'd 
the Winds and Seas that were about to 


and rebuk'd the Devils that were buſied 


in tormenting them. 


As our Saviour's Miracles Were all of a 


Piece with his Doctrine, his Delivery of 


that Doctrine was worthy of them both. 
It was with Power that penetrated to the 
mmoft Souls, and aſtoniſh'd and confound- 


ed his moſt obdurate Hearers. St. Lak? 


Chap. 4. Ver. 32. And they were aftoniſbed 
4 his dottrine; for his word was 5 ower, 
And St. Matth. Chap. 7. Ver, 29. For he 


_ them as one having authority, and * 


(#7) 


#3 the' Serben. His Delivery of his vin 


Doctrine, was not like ee. the cold: 


unconcern'd and flegmatick Teachers of 
the Law: No, there was no leſs than God 
in his Voice, in his Mien, and in his eve 
ry. Action: fg | 
As Religion ſo far reſumbles Civil Go: 


 yerament, that it uſt be carried on by the 


ſame Methods by which it firſt began; rhe 
Apoſt les, after our Saviour s Aſceuſion, £004 
tioued*ro preach the very ſame Doctrine 
that he had taught before, confirmꝰd it by 
Miracles of the ſame Kind, enforcꝰd it by 
an Imitation of their Maſter Life, and by 


their own wonderful Delivery of it. When 
the Apoſtle of the Gentiles P to the 


Greczans, his manner of ſpeaking appear d 
as new to them as the Doctrine he taught ; 
And as he ſpoke of Things to them, Which 
neither Eye had ſeen, nor Ear had heard, 
nor had it entred into their Hearts to con- 
ceive; fo he ſpoke to them in ſuch a man- 


ner, as never Man had ſpoke to them. 


And there was ſomething in his Delivery, 
as far above the Thunder of their Pericles 
and their Demoſthenes, as the Things which 
he had ſaid to them, were of infinitely 


more Importance, and more Concern to 


his Hearers. Ard he, who when he {poke 
of the Things of this World, Was ſo very 
_ * ſo unconcerned, that his Bodily 

D Preſence 


tha 


4 
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| Preſence was weak, and his Speech. con- 

| temptible ; even this cold and unconcera'd 

| Apoſtle, when he diſcours'd of Righteoub 

i _ neſs, of Temperance, and of Judgment to 
| come, was ſo ſtrangely animated, fo won Il | 
ll derfully penetrated with the Heavenly I 1 
1 Truths which he utter'd, that the. ver7 
| Tyrant who came to Judge him and 9 I | 
| Condema him, trembled at what his Pr WW ; 
| ſoner ſpoke. Acts 24. . Pn 
Which naturally brings me to the Effect In 
| and Influence, which ſo Divine a Doctrine Ml + 
i thus enforced, and thus delivered, had ip: G 
on the Minds of its Hearers. Which s 


much greater than the Impreſſions which 
the Dibourſes of the Grecian Orators bad D 
upon their Aſſemblies, as Heaven is great 
er and higher than Earth. And wheres 
thoſe Orators thought they effected a migh- 
ty matter, if they changed the Opinions of 
their Aſſemblies, in relation to their own 
their Friends, or their Countries Reputs 
tion and Intereſts; our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles prevailed upon thoſe who heard 
them, to contemn all earthly Reputation 
and Intereſts; to deſpiſe Riches, and Pow. 
er, and Glory, and even Life it ſelf. And 
the working this Change in the Heart f 
eorrupted Man, was a gteater Miracle 
than the changing the Elements, the heal 
ing Diſeaſes, or tlie driving —_ 
RE eho 
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Behold Thouſands of Souls flaming with 
Charity, and loving their Creator with all 
their Might, and their Neighbours as them - 
felyes. Behold them parting with all they 
have, and willing and contented to ſuffer 
Want, to relieve the Neceſſities of others. 
Ads, Chap. 4. Ver: 3 1. to the end. Be. 
hold Thoufands of Souls gladly chooſing, 
and joyfully embracing Poverty, and Infay 
my, and Sorrow, and Pain, and Death, to 
render themſelves acceptable to him whom 
— love. So much was the Kingdom of 
God reſtored; and the Tyranny of the 
Devil impaired, in the Hearts of Men. 

Such were the Effects of our Savjour's 
Doctrine, ſuch was the Influence which it 
had on the Minds of Men; at which Sa- 
tan, alarm'd, contrived by a Maſter-piece 
of infernal Malice, to make this very Re- 
ligion, by which Chriſt defiga'd to unite 
Men to God and to one another, the Occa- 
ſon of introducing a more dangerous and 
deſperate Diviſion between them, than e- 
ver had appear'd upon any worldly Ac- 
count; of making Self. love to take a deep- 


er Root, and ſpread with more luxuriant 


Branches; of kindling in Mens Hearts a 
ſpiritual Pride, more fierce and more fier 

than had ever appear'd before; a Pride 
attended with a more implacable Anger, 
more inveterate Malice, and a more ir- 
| D 2 ECON» 
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reconcilable Hatred. And in order to ſugs 
ceed in this Deviliſh Deſign; he uh knows 
by himſelf, Who ruines Man by ſoothing 
and by pleaſing him, that there is no Ene: 
my like the Traytor-Friend, and that ſo 
Divine a Doctrine could not be reſiſted 
effectually, if it were oppoſed openly ;.at- 
tempts to deſtroy it, by a Pretence to pros 
Pee it; delegates his ſpiritual Tyranny 
ro ſome Chriſtian Prieſts, and prevails up. 
on them, in order to extend it and eltabliſh | 
it, to divide, and weaken, and ruige the 
Church, by a pretended, im pudent, obſtre- 
_ Zeal for its Unity; to teach his Wil 
for the Will of the Moſt: High, and hy a M 
Height” of Wickedneſs, which would be 
incredible if we had not ſo often ſeen it, o 
17 75 the Doctrine of the Devil. by the 
Word of God, miſerably wreſted to the 


6 

a 

f 
Perdition/ of the perfidious. Teachers, and 
the Spret;ſpeaketh expreſly;; That in the latin + 
"Times Jome ſhall depart from the faith, givin © 
"heed to ſeducing Spirits, and to aoftrines.g fl 4 
Iheſe are the Antichriſts imention'd in 4 
5 

Z 
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the Tent; Wo to promote their On au 
the Devil's ſpiritual Tyranny, preach.odt 


W | 'vil's and their on. Tis not their Byſioc 
© xo preach up Charity; or to teach Humili 


? 


I 


/ o 
2 1 | 
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ty, or any of the Vertues that produce of 
maintain Charity, as Gentleneſs, Mecknels, 


Patience, Forbearance, Peace-making, Mer- 


cy, Long-ſuffering, and Forgiveneſs. If at 
any time they take Notice of the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, in order to mingle it with their 
own, and make the latter paſs unſuſpected, 


they do it after ſuch a manner, as ſhews 


ſpouſe ; as ſhall be further obſerved in its 


proper Place, Their Buſineß is to preach 


iviſion and Diſſention, a Spirit of Party 
and of Faction, and to incite and inflame 
thoſe, Paſſions that create or nouriſh Divi- 


fion.; as Anger, Envy, Hatred, Malice, 


evil Speaking, evil Surmizings, impudent 
and opprobrious Invectives, preſumptuous 
and damnable Judgments, pretended Di- 
ſtruſts and ungrounded Jealouſics,” audaci- 
ous, and provoking Threatnings, Debate, 


Contention, Strife, Revenge, "Confuſion, - 
Riot, Murder. Tis their Buſineſs to in- 


cenſe and exaſperate their Diſciples againſt 


all who contradi&, their Opinions; not 


what they pretend to believe as to the Cre- 
denda of Chriſtianity, but the Faith they 
rofeſs as to their own Traditions, and the 
DoCtrines of Devils, And therefore "ti 
their Buſineſs to inffame their Diſciples, 


* * 


not againſt 


" » 
$ * 
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4 A ks,) ot, Againſt Fagans, dat el 


Infidels (whether Jews or 
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1 
thoſe of the Chriſtian Faith; nor againſt 
thoſe, who While they have only the Name 
of Chriſtians, are either Deiſts or down- 
Tight Atheiſts by an open avowed Profef: 
fion,. or are thought to be ſuch at leaſt in 
their Hearts, by the horrible Sins in hic 
they live impenitent ; but againſt true an 


ſincere Believers ; againſt thoſe who 1 


under the Fear of God, and the ſacred 
Power of Conſcience. Theſe they account 
their mortal Enemies, againſt whoa the 

exaſperate and inflame their D's ex- 
horting them both by Voice and Example, 
ſometimes to laugh, ſometimes to rail with 
unmanner'd frontleſs Invectives, at all thi 
moſt venerable Chriſtian Vertues which 
Thine fo. bright in the others, as Humility, 
Meekneſs, Moderation, Union, Charity; 
to hate them with an irreconcilable Ha. 
tred, to keep no Faith with them, to hold 


no Truſt inviolable, to be bound by nei- 


ther Vows nor Oatlis, but as often as they 
find Opportuaity, to purſue them to the 
Deſtruction of their Reputation, Liberty, 
Goods, and Life it ſelf; and to break thro 


all Bonds, both Divine and Humane, ta 


oppreſs them and deſtroy them. 


Aad as the Power of this World is ne: 
ceſſary for the ſupporting their ſpiritual 


* 


_ Tyranny, they never fail to inſinuate into 
their Diſciples,rhar tis their Duty to throw 


Fre ,, . We. i. 
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8 much of into their Hands, às they r. 
able to graſp; ta perſuade them, that the 
are bound to eſpouſe the Caule af hot ofe 
temporal Tyrants, with whom They their 
Paſtors have made an implicit Contract 
for the mutual enſlaving of Mankind. And 
the more theſe temporal Tyrants are th 
2 „ 3 ee tram 
which are Bonds of Peace and Union to 
Mankind; that tis ſtill more their Duty 
to extol them, to obey them, to ſerve; them, 
and to adore them. And if theſe Tyrants 
are the Rulers of the native Countries af 
theſe Antichriſts and theit Diſciples, theſe 
Teachers induſtriouſly inform their Hear- 
ers, that they are abſolutely and indiſpen- 
ſably bound to obey them, whatever exor- 
bitant Things they: enjoin, or to ſuffer 
whatever they are graciouſly pleaſed to in- 
flict; and this, contrary: to Nature's origi- 
nal Law, (the firſt and ſtrongeſt Precept 
of which is Self. preſer vation, and in order 
to it Self. defence, ) that Law which our 
Saviour came to reſtore and to fulfil, and 
which none but the Devil and his Diſci- 
ples can ever come to deſtroy. And to 
induee them to this blind and impious O- 
bedience, they endeavour to prove, that 
theſe Tyrants are their Lords by Virtue of 
Father hood, andi their Sovereign by Right 


Divine ; 


| therhobd; and a Monarch by Righr Dr. 


moſt, who are the moſt Aalen for the 


are the Rulers of ſoreign Nations, and aft 
mortal Enemies to the native Countries 
of theſe Antichriſtian Teachers, and of tlieir 
Diſciples; they are ſo far "TA being dil 
couraged by this, that they are animated 


their Hearers to eſpouſe them and to aſſiſ 
them, to rejoice at their Succeſſes; and to 
mourn at their Calamities, and to declare 
themſelves Enemies to their native Coum 
try, and their native Rights, and 'Traytors 
to their lawful Prince, and to their-very 
_ God, in ſpight of the moſt ſacred and bind 
ing Oaths which they have taken to the 


(24) 
Divine; tho as good, as wiſe, andd as fots 


cible Arguments may be brouglit to prove, 
that the Devil is a Lord by Virtue of Fa-. 


vine, and conſequently, that he ought al- 
. to be obeyed; and never toy! be we 
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And as theſe Anticlwiſts at thei Di. 
ſciples to hate and perſecute tho® 2 Chriſti- 
ans moſt, who are under the Fear of Got, 
and the Power of Conſcience; of all their 
Country Men and Fellow Subjects, they 
inſtruct them to hate and malign them 


Maintenance of their native Rights, and 
hy Validity and Power of Law. 
But if the foremention ſecular Tyratits 


and: en e the more to prevail upos 


contrar) 


„ 

contrary: Nay; they exhort and prevail 
upon t thoſe Di iples, to take the moſt ſo- 
lemn and binding Oatlis to be true to their 
Prince; their Country, their Religion, and 
their Taber , only that the ey may oppteſs 
ther with the Ar Security, and ber 
theth more effertually. 

Nor is the Poct ie of Antiettilt mort 
remov'd from chaſes, than his Life, Whic 
Wit = moſt bee to it that poſlibly can 
be imagined. divides trols his Bre- 
Weng f the Prieſthood, as ſoon as he finds 

they are Noa to roleſß Peaceful 
Und a0 Cho rtues, and that h co 
wich them "compaſs his ſpiritual Tyranny. 
ind St. ohh, in ory Words of the Context, 
makes this very Diviſion one N 
Mark of Auch. x Epiſt. of St. 7 | 
hap, 2. Ver. 18, 19. Little es 15 Ut 
le Loft ting: aud & Je habe head this Anti: 
riff [ball come, even now are thrre nam An 
riſts whereby ye may know that it is "as | 
ume. Ver. 19. Th went out from us, but 
hey were not of us; for if they 21 55 of wi 
bey would no doubt have continued wit 
ut they went out that they might be made wid. 
ie ft, that they were not at all of us. He lives; 
pnyerfes with none, preaches to none, by 
ch as Profels Diviſions : divides from all 
ho are under the Power of the Goſpel, 

the Power of Law; is a Foe, 1 
E only 


. ed abject Politicks of abſolute Non-reliſt 


tempts the Executive Power, what may he 


them with a more envenom'd Hatred, 


mility, he manifeſts a more than Humane 


(26). 


only to good Subjects, but to good Princes, 
and a Friend to Tyrants alone: A Tray: 
tor not only to his Prince, but to his Coun 
try, whoſe Conſtitution. he attacks by hi 
enſlaving Doctrines, and his more wretch- 


ance, unconditional Obedience, the mo 
inſufferable kind of High Treaſon. .. For i 
he fo juſtly ſuffers Death, who only at: 


not deſerve, who audaciouſly attacks, nd 
only all the Legiſlative (which includes the 
Executive,) but the very Law? He not on 
ly bates both Princes and Subjects, ,who 
govern by, and declare for Law, but hats 


more felonious Rancour, than ever has beet 


 known,upon a mere ſecular Account: Re 


c 
viles, reproaches, miſrepreſents, caluninl © 
ates them, and, as far as lies in his Power, - 
oppreſſes, ruines, curſes, kills, and dams 
them. Ls 5 wy" 
Inſtead of a profound and a Chriftian Hu 


Pride ; exalts himſelf above all that the 


World calls Great, with his def e 0 
Power, his uninterrupted Succeſſion, bl _ 
_ indelible Character, and his Right Divine 
And that Pride is attended, againſt all wid Pt 
oppoſe it, with a Rage, an Envy, a Hi 5 


tred, a Malice Inhuman and N 


But above all, a diſdainful, ridiculous Fury, 
and an unheard of Cruelty; a Cruelty that 
ſpares no Age, no Sex, and no Degree; that 
has deſtroy'd entire Nations, the People 
and their Kings togeter. 
' Inſtead of the abject contemptible Con- 
dition of our Saviour and his Diſciples, be- 
hold his Oppoſite with pompous Titles, and 
pompous Equipages, and an Ambition ſtill 
unſatiable. Inſtead of their Poverty, and 
their Diſintereſtedneſs, behold him loaded 
with Benefices, Sinecures, Pluralities, Dig- 
iries; flowing with Wealth, yet pining 
MM {i with Avarice. Inſtead of their rigid 
Mortifications, behold him indulging him- 
; ſelf in Faſts, more luxurious than the Feaſts 
of others; behold him meditating a lazy, 
a refined, and a temperate Luxury, that 
pampers and indulges Nature inſtead of 
.M preſſing her; that keeps all her Appe- 
tites ſharp and keen, and raiſes all her Luſts 
and Paſhons high. e 
As his Doctrine is confirmed by his Ex- 
ample, it is extremely enforced by his man- 
ner of Delivering it. But becauſe he is 
oblig'd to mix the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
with his own, in order to make the latter 
paſs by virtue of the former, let us diſtin- 
guiſh what he preaches into. Fir, The 
Doctrine of Chriſt; Secondly, Humane Tra- 


\ 


. ditions, aud Humane Inventions. ; and, 

Thirdly, The Doctrines of Pevils. 

. Firſt then, He is obliged to preach the 
Doctrine of our. Saviour in order to make 
his own paſs. And that Doctrine com- 
prehends, Firſt, the Duties, and, cd 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity. Theſe Duties 
likewiſe: are either, Firſt, purely Moral, 
or, Secondly, Chriſtian, For thoſe that are 
enforces them feebly , dehorts from the cogs 
trary Vices faintly; ſcarce ever mentions 
thoſe. which are moſt raging and molt epi 
demical; or if at any time he does mention 
them, he has nothing in his Air, . 
Tone, in his Action, that ſhews an ardent 
Concern for the Glory of God, for the Pro- 


ſperity of the State that he lives in, or for 
the Salvation of the Souls of Men. 

For the Chriſtian Vertues, and, eſpeci 
ally thoſt of Charity and Humility, his 
Hearers can never have any Notion: oh em 
from him. Charity, in his Mouth, dwin- 
dles to mere giving of Alms, which is but 
a Poor anc inconſiderable Branch of that 


Divine Vertue. He ſeems to be afraid to 


let his Diſciples ſo much as hear of the Ly. 
of God, and of all Mankind for the fake 9 
God; or if he does at at any time mention 
it, even that ardent Vertue grows, cold in 


1 
— = 


{tian 


his Mouth, and expires upon his Antichri- 


(2) 


tian Tongue, ſcarce ever reaching the Ears 


of his Hearers, much leſs piercing their 


Hearts. His Soul is an utter Stranger to 
theſe Heavenly Emotions, thoſe Divine 
Raptures that inflame the Hearts of the ra- 


viſſod Hearers with Seraphick Love. He 


never ſo much as preaches one Sermon, 
never ſo much as writes one Treatiſe of 
that attractive Vertue Humility, the ſoft 
and tender Nurſe of Charity. He either. 
ſays nothing of Patience, Submiſſion, For- 
bearance, Long- ſuffering, or he preaches 
them after ſuch a manner, that im his Mouth 
they produce Tumult, Fury, Faction, Ri- 
ot, and Rebellion, and all thoſe Diabolical 
Paſſions . and Diabolical Vices, which are 


« 


Happineſs of Men. N 
ind all theſe Duties, hoth Moral and 


Chrſtian, are but feebly and faivtly enfor- 
ced by the Myſteries, even thoſe ſtupen- 
dous Myſteries, that are capable en 
ing him with the moſt moving and fubli- 
meſt Eloquence, with a more than humane 
Force and Fire, and with a Vehemence ir- 
reſiſtable ; thoſe, Myſteries ſo wonderfully 
important to himſelf and to his Hearers, 
which noMan can helieve and ſpeak of as he 


ought to do, but he muſt alarm and alter Na - 


ture in the Hearts of all who liſten to him; 
raiſe the moſt tranſporting Joy on the = 


ſo deſtructive to the Temporal and Eternal 


— — ag Ü— — 
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ſide, or the moſt dreadful Aſtoniſhment, 


bis Luft, of Power. 


1 % 
” mo * Fg k 
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the moſt amazing Horrour on the other; 
thoſe 'very Myſteries are ſpoke of by hitn 
after ſo cold and Janguiſhing a Manner, 
as cauſes Unbelievers to turn Scorners, and 
Believers to become Apoſtates. How does 
the Deiſt ſmile, and the Atheiſt laugh, to 
ſee this Preacher diſcourſe of Death and 
Judgment, of Heaven and Hell, calmly and 
without Emotion, who the Moment after 
wards, falls into a Flame upon an empty 
Diſpute, of turning to the Eaſt, or bowing 
r Aer?! OOO 
But he who is ſo unconcerned for tlie 


Salvation of the Souls of Men, for the Ho- 


nour of God, and the Intereſt of Religion, 
comes immediately to be warm and eager, 
when his own Reputation and his own 


Intereſt ars never ſo little concern'd. And 


he who daily with Phlegm and Temper 


hears the Name of his Maker profan'd, his 


Myſteries reviPd, his Threatnings defy, 


his Protection renounc'd, nay, and his ver 


Being deny d, contends warmly and eager: 
ly for Humane Traditions and Humane In- 
ventions ; for Forms, and Rites, and Ha- 
bits, and Ceremonies, and whatever ſerves 
to nouriſh his ſpiritual Pride, and indulge 


+ £ 


_ 
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but when in order uo extinguiſh Chari 
ty, to divide Mankind, and to. increaſe his 


own and his Father's ſpiritual Tyranny, 


he R eaches the Doctrine of Devils, preach- 
es * 40d Hatred, and Envy, and Ma- 
lice, then is his Delivery becoming of his 


Doctrine; then you may behold him burn- 


ing with Fury, and diſtorted with Con- 


vulſions, and both Body and Soul entirely 
poſſeſs'd with the ſame infernal Paſſions, 
which he would excite in his Hearers. 

Let us now con ſider the Influence which 
ſuch Doctrines, ſuch Examples, and ſuch 
a Delivery has upon the Minds of Men. 
We. have already hinted, that the Deſign 
of the Devil by Antichriſt, is, to take-Oc- 
caſion from the Chriſtiaa Religion, by 


which our Saviour deſign'd to unite Mens 


Affections to himſelf and to one another, 
to introduce a more dangerous and deſpe-· 
rate Diviſion among them, than ever had 
been. known. before: And now we ſhall 
ſhew, that he ſo far obtain'd his Deſign, 
that there was a more general Vertue a- 
mong Men in the groſſeſt Times of Paga- 
niſm, than there has been ſince our Savi- 
our came into the World, excepting the 
firſt and moſt primitive Times of Chriſtia- 
nity; that is,thoſe Times when the Supreme 
Magiſtrate was not as yet Chriſtian, and 
Chriſtian Prieſts were yet undebauch'd by 
TOE 5 worldly 


» 
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. 
worldly Power and Greatneſs ; and Serbnd. t 
h, that there is at this time a more gene. 
ral Vertue in other Places, than there is in Þ | 
the Chriftian World; and Thirdly, that f 
this Deficiency, and theſe Cotruptions | y 
mong Chriſtians, have proceeded, and do I * 
proceed, from the Ahtichriftian Lives and If " 
PoQrines of ſeveral among their Cletgy. Mt 
Firſt, There was a more general Vet t 
in the Times of Paganiſm, than ever there I 
has been ſince our Saviour came into the 1 
World. In thoſe Times of Idolatry, there t 
were more free Nations in the World, than Ir 
ever there have been ſince the Eftabliſh- b 
ment of the Chriſtian Religion. And ſince MW 
there was more Liberty then, there was MW * 
more Union, more Juſtice, more Fortitude; I i! 
more Publick Spirit. For Antichriſt, in MP 
order to extinguiſh Charity, and to raiſe 1 
Diviſions among Men, makes it his Buſi- L 
nefs, with all his Might, every where to e. 
_ eſtabliſh Tyranny. For as Civil Liberty 
is founded upon Vettue, and Reaſon, an K 
Law; Tyranny is eſtabliſfd upon Will, I" 
and Paſſion, and Vice: And as Mankind W'* 
is united by Reaſon, and Vertue, and Law, 1 
they are divided by Humour, and Pao ll 
and Vice. Among thoſe free States that 
flouriſhed in the Times of Paganiſm, there I 
were two more illuſtrious Yan the reſt, R 


who before Corruption' crept in amongſt pl 
| | them, 
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them, had ih& Moral Vertues' in ſo high 
Degree, as no Chriſtian Nation has ever 
been able to boaſt'of: There was a ſucceſ- 
five Race of Heroes among them, who had 
not only 4 Temperance and Juſtice; a Va- 
uf, But even a iſintereſtedileſs, and Mag- 
nanimity, and an Height of Heroic Forti- 
tude, Which made them as much ſuperiour 
to other Men, 1 other 2 — are to Beaffs. 
Nay, without being taught Charit 
Pte Revelation, or ſuſtained in £ by 
the Greatneſs of the Chriſtian Hope, they 
practiſed a very good Degree of it, either 
by the Force of Reaſon and Nature, or by 
ſome ſecret Inſpiration. For they had a a 
publick Vertue and Publick Spirit, which | 
the Chriſtian World has thought more pro- . 
per for its Wonder, than Imitation. They i 
loved Liberty and their Country more than | 
Life, hated Slavery more than Death, look- 4 
ec upon all Who favour'd 'Tyrants, as fo 
many Monſters and Parricides, and purſy- 
ed Tyranny with extreme Ven 5Eance, even 
in their neareſt Friends and their 12 55 
Relations. They laid down their Lives | 
with the/greateft Alacrity, fot their Coun- Ii 
try and the Publick Fi ys add never - - \i8 
uſed their Valour againſt either. T FT. 
never had any Faction or Diviſion upon a | 
Religious Account had but few Civil Wars 
among: them, "_ = one Religious, ex- 


cep 
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cept the 15 
contemptible to the reſt of the World, 


our Eyes upon our own Nation, and upos 


all Pretencę to it. We ſee Thouſandds tut 


valuable, of all that ought to be ſacred; 
untral publick Vertue, nor publick. 2088 
5 Fo e 


CC) 


tians, who! tad. degenerated 
a Fanaticiſm, as made them 


wy 


; 2 J 
into ſo Beſtia 


oy 


which eaſily understood by the, Force. 
Reaſon, that Religion was defign'd-t0yþ 
nite and compoſe, and not to divide and 


embroil the World i ninr 
If from ancient Rome or Athens we wn 


our own. Times, where ſhall we find the 
leaſt Footſteps. of their general publick, or 
private Vertue? That we have not fe 
much as the Shadow of them general pub- 
lick Vertues, is plain, even t0 Senſe; ipt 
we ſee Teo among us diſclaimigg 


ſpeak and act with Impunity againlt dhe 
Sovercigo, their; Country, their ; Laberty, 
and their Laws; Perſons againſt whom 
thoſe Laws have made no Proviſion, he 
cauſe that, our Anceſtors neyer believe 
that there could be ſuch, Mooſters ant 
Parricides in Nature. We ſee Thouſand 
openly threatning DefiryQion, 10, wer 
Country, their Friends, their Relatiooo\ 
and to every thing that ought, to be mot 
dear to them; and contraving Succeſs 1 


1 Sz 


the Mortal Enemy, of all char opght gait 
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to them. Since then We have not the. 
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which retidred thoſe ancient States ſo ill 
riots; it follows, that we haye not their 
enetal private Vertues. For publick Spi- 
fit is founded upon private Vertue, and is 
the neceſſary) Reſult of that; ſo that thee? 
whateyer Nation publick Spirit is ſpread; 


through that Nation private Vertue muſt 


be peperally'd Iiffufe . And therefore, if we 


tal fee 2h ma attem pting the Ruide of 


For! Country eau iber Pride, their 


| 

| 

Avarice, cher Neceſſity, and their Luxu. 
, have made tlieir preſent Condition in- 
I upportable, and a oy Change deffrable: But 
if any one thinks hoſe ancient States o d 
N cbeir general Vettue to the Forms of their 
i 


to him we anſwer, that no modern Re» 
publick either hath, or has had, the Vertue 
which thoſe ancient States had: 1 
hat Rome was vertuous under its Kt 

and fo was 8 wrts and Macedon Farr 1 
recians, as likewiſe Perſia in the 1 imes 
of its firſt Monarchs. 

Bur "Secondly, If we conſider buy or 
wn Times we ſhall find a more general 
ertue; both publick and private, in an 

ils d Nation upon the Globe, than 1 

nofe of the Chriſtian World. 
yes; for Example, among the ene, 
ou {hall find among them leſs Ambition, 


* Injuſtice, 


Government; which were both Republicks, f 


Caſt vo ; 


ls as leſs Luxury, kfs Fraud, lefs 
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Injuſtice, les Perjury, leſs /Perfidiouſnels 
than you ſhall meet with, among Chriſti 
ans. Lou ſhall find, that while every Chr; 
ſtian State is at preſent. engaged againſ 
ſome other Chriſtian Nation, in a deſperate 
bloody Contention, that theſe Infidels at 
the ſame time have no Wars with thoſe. of 
their own Religion; but that Mahumetan 
with Mahometans, the Ottoman with, the 
Perſian, the Perſian with the Mogul, living 


Chriltian Religion, and of the. Faith, 
thoſe who pretend to teach others Chari) 


* 


What Opinion muſt they conceive hob 


when they find that our, very Priclts,/;thok 
Dove-like Meſſengers ;, af; the Prince 
Peace, have been the Cauſes, the Abetto! 


and the Incendiaries of all thoſe Eorag 


* ® ' 7 * 


and Domeſtick, and Religious W. 9 


I 
' 


1 
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mong Chriſtians? When the y hear that ĩt 

Was 4, Prieſt who firſt laid the Pk EZ 15 

French, Univerſal Monarc 

been the Cauſe oſ ſhedding 

792 of ſuch horrible W © 
Weſtern Parts of Eure! That i 


Prieſt who, firſt began the Deſign, of the 
1555 w bega ſig 


to the · Spaniſb Monarchy, 

ag that it was anotlier Prieſt who-finiſh'd 
t, which has; let out another Deluge: of 
Blood 00d; to overflow; the Chriſtian, World? 


That it was a Prieſt who put our firſt King 
(harles upon thoſe violent Meaſures, that 


occaſion*d. the Civil Wars of England 
That it was 4 Prieſt that involved Poland 


in all that Miſery and Devaſtation in, which 


it now lies waſte? That they were Prieſts 
who gave up the Liberties of France, and 
after wards that of Den mar? That they 
are Prieſts who are at preſent doing their 
utmoſt Endeavour to deliver up our own ? 


What muſt, they think of the Chriſtian 


Faith, when the very vileſt Prieſts, even 
of all the vile ones which we have men- 


tioned above, thoſe Prieſts who put a late 


unfortunate Prince upon breaking through 


thoſe Bonds Divine and Human, Bonds 
which united him to his Subjects; thoſe 


Incendiaries of Souls, thoſe perfidious Peſts 


of Societies, and common Diſturbers of 


ths; Chriſtian World, are called by the 
Name 


irh thoſe of our Anceſt 


Laical Deiſm, Right Divine and S0 ini . 
, niſm,Non-Refiſtance and Publick Tang, 1 


on Nation, as much general bublick and 


(3). 


Name of the bleſſed Founder of our Refi. 
gion, as the moſt profligate Lay Man that 
ever Was u n Farth is evtituled ti 
moſt Chriſtian.” 220 
But Thindl, if wie conſider only our vr 
Nation, and our on Times, eo 
ors, 'we ſhall 0 
that there was among them a more general 
publick and private Vertue, than We our 
ſelves can boaſt of; and chat Prieſteraſt 
and Atheiſm, Eccleſiaſtical Hypocrify a 


Paſſive Obedience and unnatural prodi; 
ous Lunury, have grown vp. and! — 
together. | 
| Since then there neither is, nor has ba, 
among Chriſtians, the general publick and 
private Vertue, that there was in the grof- 
ſeſt Times of Paganifm ; nor is there now 
in the Chriſtian World the ſame * 
of Vertue that is to be found in ſome other 
Parts of the Globe; nor have we, in "+ 


private Vertue as our Anceſtors formerly 
had ; and we yet profeſs 2 Religion more 
pure than our Anceſtors formerly knew; 
a Religion that teaches a more perfect and 
exaked Vertue, than the Religion, or the 
Philoſophy of the Grecians and” Roman 
__ or than is _— by any Reli- 

gion 
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gion that is at preſent eſtabliſpd out of 
the Chriſtian World: It follows: that the 


want of general Vertue among Modern 
Chriſtians, muſt proceed from the Hear- 
ers, or the Teachers, of Chriſt ianity. But 
from the Hearers it cannot proceed; ſor 
Men are by Nature the ſame that they 


were formerly; have the ſame Fome f 


VUnderſtanding; the fame paſſionate and 
ardent Deſire to be rightly inſtructed, and 
to be truly happy; and are the mqpe a. 
dapted and prepared for Inſtructioi and 
for Happineſs by a greater Light of Knows 
ledge, and a greater Experience of Things. 

The Fault being neither in the Doctrine, 
nor in the Hearers, it follows, that the 


want of general Vertue muſt proceed from 


ſome. of the Teachers, who contaminate 
the Doctrine of Chriſt by their on In- 
ventions, and the Doctrines of Devils. But 
that the want of general Vertue among us, 


and our deplorable Corruption of Manners, 


does principally proceed from the forelaid 


Cauſe, is evident from that which follows. 


gion; for all Vertue proceeds from good 

Senſe, or is the Reſult of Religion: But 

not one Man n 700d Senſe, a 

general Vertue mull be the Reſult 'of Re- 

ligion; which is likewiſe proved by Eu- 

perjence ;/ For all States thro? which of 
- 1 ner 
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| 
| 

| feral! V ervite' has been ſpread,” have been 
at the ſame time Religious. 
11 aue here we ought to obſerve, that the 


Religion up on which à general Vertue de- 
8 muſt be a revealed Religion: For 
natural Religion ſpeaks to cultivate Rea- 
ſon, which Is ſo rarely found among us; 
but Revelation ſpeaks to Senſe, which 18 
common td all Mr.. 
i But of all Revelations, he Chriſtiais 


help ſupernatural Giltance, roeſtabliſh 
= general (both publick and private) Ver- 
tue : The publick;- becauſe tis the only 


vine Vertue is the very Height and Perſe! 
ction lof publick Spirit: The private, be- 
cauſe every Vertue is comprehended in 
Charity; and becauſe the Chriſtlan Reli. 
gion das: provided the moſt effectual Re. 
me dies for the three chief Cauſes of the 
Corruption of Manners; which are, in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, fh luſt of 'the eſp, 
TR Sa ehe, indithe pride of life.. 

il»Now:every: Keligion, like' every Go- 
nr pes is, humaniy ſpeaking, main 
tam d by tlie very ſame Methods by which 
N Religion Was at firſt efta- 
bd; as that of Malionuet, Which began 
byitheiSword, was maintained and cite 
0 W Sword; and the Modern well 
He eli, 


is moſt even without the 


Religion that teaches Charity; Which Di- 
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Religion is maintain'd by the ſame Pott 
and the fame Fraud to which it owed' 15 
Origin. And every Religion loſes its Forcg 
by che contrary Methads to theſe which 
at firſt eſtabliſhed it. 
As then the Chriſtian Religion 2 5 
firſt eſtabliſh'4'by the Doctrine ere Charity; 
and by the great Examples of Charitz 775 
which our Saviour and his Apoſtles) 8100 | 
through the Whole courſe of their Lives, 
zs it Vas maintain d by the ſame MethoS* = 
80 Chriſtian Piety Cannot only decay, 
the Antichriſtian Lives, and Antichrie 


teach it. Ra 
Since then a oknithal) Verte in every 
ation depends upon the Revelation eſta- 
biſhd there, Whether true or pretended; 
ind the Revelation eſtabliſhed in every 
ation is maintained by the ſame Methods 
o which it owed its Origin, and loſes its 
Force by the contrary Methods as far as 
t can humanly loſe it: And fince the 
hriſtian Revelation owes its Eſtabliſh- 
1 to the Doctrine and Examples of Cha- 
„which ſhone in its firſt Teachers; it 
0 ows, that the want of a general Vertue; 
ind that deplorable Corruption of Man- 
ers that reigns among us, are owing to 
he uncharitable DoArines and —_—_— 
6 7 


ſtian Doctrines, of thoſe who 5 o 
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of ſome of the Modern Teachers of Chri. 
Thus we have done our Endeavour to 
ſhew how Antichriſt ſtands oppoſed to 
Chriſt in his Prieſthood, and in his Ty- 
ranny. We ſhall only tay. one Word ct 
his Oppoſition to him as d And 
becauſe we have reaſon to fẽar that we 
have been already tedious, we ſhall paſsby 
the other Prophetical Functions, which att 
ſognearly ally d to thoſe of the Prieſthood 
and only. juſt ſay ſomething of his Predi 
Qions. Our Saviour foretold the Deſtru. 
ction of Jergſalem, and of the Second Tem 
ple, to confirm the Faith of Chriſtians, and 
to augment their Charity, by ſhewing hoi 
little Dependance is to be had upon the 
Pomp and Glories of this World, and up 
on outward and appearing Sanctity. An- 
tichriſt foretells the Fall of the Third Tem. 
ple, which our Saviour has aſſur'd us hal 
never fall, only that he may divide and 
embroil the World, and extinguiſh Cha 
rity. For the Danger of the Church has 
now for ſome time been the general Out 
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cry, But may we not have Leave to a1 
thoſe many Antichriſts, when: they fat 
the Church is in Danger, What they mean 
by the Church, and of whom it is com 
pos'd ? What the Danger is with Which! 


1t is threatned ? Or, from whom or whence 
it 
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it muſk come ? May we not have. Leave 
ri. to ask them one plain Queſtion ? Are the 
| I Souls of Men to whom they preach in dan- 
to ger ? If they are not, why do they preach 


to to them? But if they are, is that the Dan. 


ger they ſpeak of when they ſay the Church 
off in Danger? Or, is it another Danger? 
nd If they fay *tis another Danger, can any 
wel thing be more ridiculous ? Can any thing 
by be more abſurd, when the grand Concern, 
el nay, the only Concern,” the very All of 
Ml choſe to whom they ſpeak lies at Stake, to 


d allarm them with Trifles? For hat com- 
uM par'd to that is not a Trifle? There is not 
mcone of them that preaches to a very nus 
n merous Congregation, but every Sermon 
which he preaches is the laſt to Tome of 
he them, to one of them at leaſt. And who 
pl knows when they are aſſembled; who that 
„one may be? Who knows how near he 
„ himfelf is to Death and final Judgment? 


How near to a Danger horrible even to 
(i conceive ? And can this fooliſn, this tri- 
„ fling, this impudent Preacher pretend to 
u allarm them with another Danger, a Peril 
of ſomething more remote, a Peril perhaps 
in Fancy or in Fiction only; a Danger, be 
ir What it will, chat is not worth a Mo- 
1} ment's Thought, compared to this ſtupen- 
dious Danger? Is not this like putting a 
Man in mind, who is about to periſh in a 
is * Storm, 
˖ es 


LL 
\ . 
- : — — * * 
— 1 - . 4 
, 
- * f 
Ly 2 


„ 


"x ſome certain Preachers brought them into 
. this Danger? And is it io heir Power, to 
help them out of 464 And are they con- 
ented with barely thrœatning it? o HARE 
1112012 2 | mo 
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not been made clear and moſt perſpicuous, 
5 that the extream Corruption of the Laity, _— 
proceeds from the Antichriſtian DoQrines, 
t proceeds from the Antichriſtian Practice i} 
d of ſome certain Preachers ? Let but thoſe | 

Preachers reform their Doctrines, and re- a 
form their Practices, and Ill engage that 
„the wretched Laity ſhall reform immedi- 


— 


ately. 


4 


Bot alas] the Danger that thoſe Preach- 


uh non 
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to they pot told ſo? if they are not, from 1 
o what wonderful, what unconceivable | 
thing is it from which they are more in 1 
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gur Saviour has told us, that the 2 „1 
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(46). 
From what has been faid, tis plain 


=" 


by che Danger ofthe Church, theſe Preach- 
ers mean not the Danger of Damnation 


which their Hearers arè in from their nu- 


” 
* 


cern to their Hearers: 


Fat they mean Tom 185 0 that is of no Con. 


m 


Telyes: 
ngers, 


ger f the Church? Is it the Danger af 
the Catholick Church, againſt the which 


5 () 


t all not prevail? IS not this Aſſurance | 


He chat it ſhall. not fall? Or are ſome 
riet s more dangerous than the Devil? 
Or, by the Danger ＋ the Chureh, do they 
mean the Diſecplind. and the Government 
of ſome particular Church? As for Exam- 

le, the Diſcipline and the Government of 
th he National Church of England] Are theſe 
in Danger to be alter d? Suppoſing they 
were: Theſe are Things, by the Confeſſion 
of all, of no Neceſſity to Salvation; and 
Things, by the Confeſſion of all but tem- 
ſelves, at liberty to be alter d in every Na- 
tion, at iue Will of their Legiſlators. -- And 


conſequently, if this Danger were real, is 


would be of no Significancy to their Hear- 
ers. But this Danger is not real; and no 
Shadow of Proof has been brought to ſhew, 
that the Diſcipline and ä of the 
Church are in any manner of Perils; nay, 
ee have been brought 

0 Pens that they are not in Danger. 0 


iſh and wretched People! to be thus in- 


ane} and exaſperated againſt each other, 
by the vain fear of a fictitious Danger; 
which, were it true, would be Ten thou- 
ſand times leſs than the Danger into Which 
it brings you; a Danger, Which, by the 
Confethon of all, is the moſt real, and maſt 
horrible of all Dangers: ; the Danger of Eter- 
1 Den from your want of — | 

he 
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Pretence | 
it is certainly moſt falſe, how very fooliſh 


_ 2 — 
— ane. USED 2 tr ew . 
— —— — En — 
—— — — — — 
— 
- g * 
p 


(48) 


| f "2 1 : J > Is SCE 3 N. A 1 2 
The exacteſt Diſcipline of the moſt Pets 


ſect Church is only in order to the ſaving 


of Souls: The Deſign of our Saviour 


coming into the World, was to fave Souls, 
and not to eftabliſh Diſcipline : For where 


is the Diſcipline which our Saviour eſta- 


bliſfrd? Can any thinking Man believe, 
that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who came 


to pull down the Partition Wall that was 


between the Jews and the Gentiles, by a- 


boliſhing| the Ceremonial Law, and the 
Eccleſiaſtick Diſcipline of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, could ever deſign another certain Dif- 
cipline, and other certain Ceremonies, 


which he could not but foreſee would 
create a Diviſion among his 'future Diſci- 
ples? But Antichrift deſigns, by deſtroying 


Charity; to damn Souls, that he may pre- 
ſerve Diſcipline, *Tis the Danger that Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Diſcipline is in, at which he is 


conſtantly allarm d. O vain and impudent 
For ſuppoſe the Danger true, as 


muſt that Preacher be, who pretends to be 
allarm'd at any thing more, than the Dan- 
ger of thoſe Souls which alone he prea- 


ches to ſave, than the Danger of thoſe 


Souls for which alone our Saviour di- 
ed? How many of thoſe miſerable Souls 
have been for ever loſt, while they have 


S 


been hearkning to the Danger of the 
„ Church, 
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Church, and dying 1mpenitent in Hatred 


and in deviliſh Malice, by the Inſtigation 


of theſe their Paſtors againſt their innocent 
Brethren; have, to their Everlaſting Con- 
fuſion, found in Hell that the Church is 


IJ 7 . 
Thirdly, Thus I have given you the 


Marks by which Antichriſt ſtands oppos'd. 
to Jeſus Chriſt, as a King, a Ptieſt, and 
a Prophet. I ſhall now ſum up all thoſe 
Marks in one grand Characteriſtical Mark, 


that as we have ſhewu above that Anti- 
chriſt is a Prieſt, ſo it may be plain to 


the meaneſt Capacity who theſe Prieſts are 
of whom it may be ſaid, in the Words of 
the Text, Even nom there are many Anti- 


thriſt's. 


ches, does apparently and maliciouſly wreſt 
the Goſpel, or the Epiſtles which explain 
the Goſpel, to ſay ſomething that is quite 


viour, that Prieſt is Antichriſt. Now the 
great Deſign of our Saviour in preaching 
the Goſpe] of his Kingdom, was to do 
principally two Things; Firſt, to reſtore 
the Law of Nature; and Secondly, to re- 
vive and reftore '©haritys ?: r 
Firſt, The great Deſign of our Saviour's 
coming into the World, was to reſtore and 
fulfil the Law of Nature. Matt. 5. v. 17. 
Eh. H 


Every Prieft then, who, when he prea- 


contrary to the great Deſign of our Savi- 


Think 


— 
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hink not that I came to deftroy the Lam and 
the Prophets, I am not come to deſtroy but to 
fulpl, And Ver. 18. For verily I ſay wnto 
Joa, till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one 
little (hall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till 
all be fulfilled, Now, what was the Law 
that our Saviour came to fulfil? Not the 
Ceremonial Law; for that he came to 
diſannul. Epiſt. to the Hebrews, Chap. 6. 
Ver. 18. For there is verily. a diſannulling 
the commanament 7 before for the weak- 
neſs and unprofitableneſs thereof. Ver. 19. 
For the law made nothing perfect. And what 
Law is it which our Saviour fays mult re. 
main to the End of the World? Not the 
Ceremonial Law, for that is already abo- 
—_ Heb. 10. Ver. 8, 9. 2 when ht 
aid, facriſise and offering, and burnt- offering, 
Fs . not, de pleaſure 2 
which are offered by the law. Then he ſaik 
Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketl 
away the firſt, that he may eſtabliſh the ſecuni 
Now, what is this Second Law which out 
Saviour came to eſtabhſh ? What but the 
Law of Nature, or the Moral Law; as af 
pears by the foremention'd Chapter, Ve 
16. This is the covenant that I will mk 
with them, after thoſe days, 2. the Lora, 
will put my Laws into their hearts, and in thei 
minds will I write them. Since then ti 

_ great Deſign of our Saviour's Doctrine w. 


_ zz 
to reſtore the Law of Nature, every Prieſt 
who wreſts. the Goſpel, or the Epiſtles 
which explain the Goſpel, to ſay any thing 
which offends againſt the Law-of Nature, 
that Prieſt is Antichriſt, Now the eldeſt 
of Nature's Laws, and that which Maa is 
the hardeſt brought to violate, by the una- 
nimous Confeſſion of all who have treated 


ot it, is Self- Preſervation. But this is moſt 


evident, that without Self- Defence the Law 
of Self- Preſer vation cannot be kept invio- 
lated; and that without Reſiſtance there 
can be no Self- Defence. Whatever Prieſt 
then pretends to make the Scripture ſay 
any thing againſt any manner of Reſiſt- 
ance of unjuſt Violence, that is neceſſary 
to Self-Preſervation, the eldeſt Law of Na- 
ture, this Law which God has put in our 
Hearts, and has writ in our Minds, and 
which only the Devil and his Diſciples 
can ever deſign to deface; that Prieſt is as 
much oppoſed to our Saviour, as any thing 
poſſibly can be oppoſed; and is therefore 
one of the many of whom we may ſay in 
the Words of the Text, Even nom there are 
many Antichriſtse. 
But Secoxaly, The other great Deſign of 
our Saviour's Doctrine was to reſtore Cha- 
rity. Goſp. of St John, Chap. 15. Ver. 12. 
This is my command ment, that ye love one 
another. And this great Deſign compre- 
* hends 


a F eee ee. ̃ ! ˙¹ -w»  H 


"<+ aud? 


— _—_— 
- dar — — — m — wwe 5 ——— ̃⁊ — 
P . A OP OI tra ron 1 oe Y 


hends the other, wiz. the reſtoring of the 
Law of Nature, Gal. 4. Ver. 15. For. all 
the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. And 
Rom. 13. Ver. 8, 9, 10. Owe no man any thing, 
but to love one another: for he that loveth auo- 
ther hath fulfilled the law. v, g. For this, thou 

alt not commit adwltery, thou ſhalt not kill, 


Thon ſhalt not ſteal, thou ſhalt not bear falſe wit- 


zeſs, thou ſhalt not covet; and if there be any 
other command ent, it is briefly comprehended 


in this ſaying, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 


as thy ſelf. v. 10. Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour : therefore love is the fulfilling of 
the law. Thus Charity includes the Law 
of Nature. But it likewiſe includes a great 
deal more., Far by the Law of Nature, 
as it ſtands now, is meant only that which 
can be gathered by the Light of Reaſon ; 
but the Law of Charity includes more 
than what can be gather*d from the Light 


of corrupted Reaſon, and is the firſt Law 


of Nature which was given to Adam in his 
Stare of Perfection, 1 Epift. of St. John, 
Chap. 3. verſ. 11, For this is the meſſage that. 
ne have beard from the beginning, that we 
ſpould love one another. Charity is the great- 


eſt of all the Chriſtian Vertues ; by which 
alone our Saviour tells us, Matt. 25. that men 


will be ſaved at the laſt day; and for warnit of 


which alone he tells us, they mill be damned; 


than 


8 


than which nothing can be more reaſonable 


and more juſt : For all other Vertues are but 
in order to, and as it were the ſcaffolding” f 
of that; and are included in that. When 


that is erfect, the reſt ſhall ceaſe to be; and 
all ſhall ac laft be ſwallow'd up in Charity: 

which ſhall make the Felicity of the Bleſ- 
ſed Fen thouſand Ages, after Temperance, 
Prudence, and Fortitude, nay, after. Faith 
and Hope themſelves ſhall have been no 
more. Naw Charity: being the only Vertue 
that reigns in Heaven, he who has not been 

habituared to it on Earth, wonld go thi- 
ther like a Stranger to a remote Country, 


whoſe Language and Cuſtoms are both 
unknown to him, and entirely different 
from his own; and where, by 8 F 


he could. neither ee. any Company, nor 


find any Pleaſure. The Advancement of 
Charity then was, the great Deſign of our 
Saviour's coming into the World; for the 


Advancement of Charity is the Salvation 
of Souls: And therefore, that Prieſt who 


wreſts the Scripture, to ſay any thing de- 
ſtructive of that, is emphatically | Anti- 


chriſt. 
St. Paul, by what he has ſaid of, Cha: 


rity in the x ext Chapter of the 1ſt Epiſtle. 


to UE Corinthians, has ſet befpre us ſeveral. 
Marks to know when the Scripture is 
wreſted 
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Vxeſted to the Deſtruction of that Divine 
Cbæiy, ſays he, Ver. 4. ſalfereth long, 


and ts ind; Charity envieth not; Charity 
waunteth not it ſelf, is not puſfed ap, v. 5. Doth 
not behave it ſelf unſeemly ; ſeeketh not her 
omm; it not eaſily provoked; thinketh no evil; 
v. 6. Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoitet 

in the truth; v. 7. Beareth all things, belie- 
veth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 


things. From which it is plain, that what. 


ever Prieſt makes uſe of the Scripture to 
ſtir up Diviſion amongſt Men, to nouriſh 
their Malice, their Envy, their Pride; to 
raiſe groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies amonę 


them, and to deſtroy the Confidence whic 


Members of Societies mutually have in each 


other, and to oompafs all this by impudent 
ill manner'd Invettives, and a fort of Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Billing ſgate; that Prieſt wreſts 
the Scripture to fay fomething that is ve- 
ry deſtructive of Charity, and is empha- 
— » o 
Nothing can be more ſeaſonable, than 
here to conſider, What the Apoſtle St. 
James ſays of the Tongues of ſuch Men, 
and theinſelves, Jam. 3. ver. 6, The tongue 


# « fire; « world of iniquity: Sa is th 


tongue among the members, that it defileth the 
whole body, and ſetreth on fire the tourſe of 
nature, and is ſet on fire of hell, v. 7. For 

| N re 
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every kind of beaſts, and of birds, and if fer- 


pents, and of things in the ſea, is tamed, and 


hath been tamed of. manbind. v. 8:\Bat the 


tangue cam no man tams : it is abungantly evil: 


God, even the Father, and therewith: curſe me 
men, which are made after the ſimilitade of 


God. v. 10. Out of the ſame mouth proceedetls 
bleſſing and e. My bretbren, theſe things 
ought not ſo to be. v. 11. Doth 4 fountain 
ſend forth at the ſame time ſweet mater and 
bitter. v. 12. Can the Fig-tree, my brethren, 
bear Olive-berries ? either 4 Vine Figs? So 
can no fountain yield both ſalt water and freſh. 
And the Apoſtle declares in the following 
Verſes, that theſe Church-Incendiaries who 
make it their Buſineſs to curſe, when ?tis 
their Duty to bleſs, who are . with 
Rage, and Envy, and Malice, have a Spirit 
in them that is directly contrary to: the 
Spirit of the Goſpel; ver. 13. Hho is a wiſe 
man, and endued with knowledge among you? 
Let him. ſhew, out of 4 gnod converſation, bis 
works, with meei:neſs of wiſdom. V. 14. Bat 
if ye have bitter em ing and ſtrife in your 
hearts, glory not, andlye not againſt the truth, 


v. 15. This wiſdom deſcendeth not from” above, 
but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſſ. v. 16. For 
where enuping and ſtrife is, there is confuſun, 


and every evil work, After that the Apoſtle 


has, in ſeveral of the foreſaid Verſes, ſhewn | 


you 


full of deadly poiſon. v. g. Therewith blſsme of | 
| 
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28 rol the Spirit of Antichriſt ; in the fol- 


iog Verſes he deſcribes the Spirit-of 
the Goſpel, ver. 17. But the wiſdom that is 
from above, is firſt pare, then peaceable, gentle 
and eaſie to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without 
Hporriſie. And in the next Verſe he tells 
us the Effects of it; v. 18. And the fruit 


of Righreouſweſs is ſown in peace of then, that 


malte peace. But alas! how little is there 


of this Wiſdom, this Spirit, and this Fruit 


among ſome Modern Preachers; | 
Thus St. James declares Railing to be con- 
erary to the Spirit of Charity, and conſe: 
quently of Chriſtianity. And this is the una- 
nimous Senſe both of the Apoſtles,and of the 
Evangeliſts: and that it is never to be al- 
low'd of againſt any Perſon or Perſons, 
upon any Pretence or Occaſion whatever, 
let the Crime be never ſo great, or ſo 


horrible. The greateſt Crime that ever 
Was committed, was the firſt ; the Apo- 


ſtacy of Lucifer from his Creator; the 
greateſt of Sins, excepting the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, and equal even to that: 
like that ſo great, that it was never to be 
attoned for by any Repentance, and never 
to be forgiven. Vet Michael the Archan- 
ger when contending with the Devil, he 

ifputed about the Body of Moſes, durft 
not bring againſt. him a railing Accuſa- 
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1 ron theſe; was tlie mutdening: bf 
e: And yet we: N — 4 
of the Apoſtles, — e the Eyangeliſts, 
g ig qa the leaſh Bitterneſs, inſt 
CO ATE) porn udo 
4 1 ö n 9 or Pilate Who deli mY Em to 
the Soldiers, ot the Soldiers who- mock'd-ahd 
rue d d him, And Will Our Mo- 
tif of this pretend to take Occa- 


pel of Peace-to, rail? Will 

arther detend their Railing, by wreſti row A 

iptures ſtill more to their /0wn Deſtruthion, 

and the Deſtruction of their eredulous Hearers? 
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than a Pulpit ? > 3 when St. Jude, in the 
_gth Verſe of his Epiſtle mention'd above, has as 
it were oppos d Rebuking to Railing, telling us, 
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© Comprehenſive of a its Commands, obliges vs 
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theſe Confelighs and thefe Hortours lately! How 
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